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President Gokhool urges public officers
to become innovators and agents of change

“The future does not belong to institutions that
react to change but to those who anticipate it and
shape it, and the public servant of tomorrow can-
not be merely an administrator of procedures, but
must also become an innovator, a problem solver,
a facilitator of change, and a guardian of public
trust.”

This was the gist of the message of the President of
the Republic of Mauritius, Mr Dharambeer Gokhool
at the Public Service Excellence Award Ceremony
for Editions 2023 and 2025.

The event was organised by the Ministry of Public
Service and Administrative Reforms at the Audi-
torium of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Public
Service and Innovation in Réduit.

The Minister of Public Service and Administrative
Reforms, Mr Lutchmanah Raj Pentiah; the Minister
of Local Government, Mr Ranjiv Woochit, the Min-
ister of Arts and Culture, Mr Mahendra Gondeea; the
Junior Minister of Local Government, Mr Moham-
mad Fawzi Allymun; the Member of Parliament, Dr
Farhad Ismaél Aumeer; and other personalities were
present at the event.

The Award aims at recognising and rewarding out-
standing and innovative initiatives undertaken by
public sector organisations to enhance service de-
livery and strengthen excellence within the public
service.

In his address for the occasion, President Gokhool
underlined that the theme chosen for the 2025 Edi-
tion, ‘Delivering results and building trust through
an innovative, sustainable and people-centric public
service’, reflects an important national imperative,
since without results, trust weakens and without
trust, even the most ambitious policies struggle to in-
spire confidence. “Trust must be earned through ac-
tion, integrity, and consistency in the delivery of
public services,” he added.

The President recalled that citizens increasingly ex-
pect institutions to be responsive, transparent and ef-
ficient, and that services should be timely, accessible,
and centred around human needs, and delivered with
a smile. He pointed out that modern public service
is no longer measured solely by procedures or sys-
tems but by the positive experience of citizens.

According to Mr Gokhool, across the world success-
ful institutions are moving towards models that are
more connected, data driven, responsive, people-cen-

tric and customer-friendly. He PSR
thus called on the public sector
to leverage innovation which can
simplify lives, strengthen trust,
and place human dignity at the
heart of governance.

The President further advocated
the use of technology which, he
believed, could become a power-
ful tool for inclusion, efficiency
and national progress when
guided by human values.

For his part, Minister Pentiah
emphasised that public service is
about moral commitment and a
conscious decision to place the
common good above personal
convenience. “It is an under-
standing that behind every file processed, every pol-
icy drafted, every citizen assisted, there lies a human
story and expectation,” he stated.

The Minister reiterated that the works of the public
service officer should alleviate hardships, create dig-
nity, restore trust, and sustain the fabric of society,
emphasising that the enduring strength of a nation
depends on the integrity and competence of its public
institutions.

The Minister further underscored that excellence is
not an abstract concept but a daily discipline. Ac-
cording to him, the Public Service Excellence Award
is not only a celebration of achievement, purpose,
performance and service, but also a tribute to those
who have chosen the path of public service. “To-
night, we are honouring men and women whose
dedication often falls far from the spotlight but yet
whose work change the daily lives of citizens in pro-
found and enduring ways,” he said.

Winners and Prizes

The Public Service Excellence Award is open to four
categories: Ministries/Departments, Disciplined
Forces, Local Authorities, and Parastatal Bodies.
Winning institutions receive trophies, certificates and
cash prizes. The grand winner in each category is
awarded Rs 60,000, while silver and bronze awar-
dees receive Rs 45,000 and Rs 30,000 respectively.

The ex aequo Gold Award winners for the 2025 edi-
tion in the Ministries/Departments category were the
Cardiac Unit of Victoria Hospital and the Haemo-
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President Gokhool addressing the Public Service Excellence Award Ceremony

dialysis Unit of Sir Anerood Jugnauth Hospital.

The Cardiac Unit was recognised for introducing de-
vice pace therapies that significantly streamlined
processes and improved service delivery for heart-
failure patients. The Haemodialysis Unit was re-
warded for its holistic health-promotion initiatives,
which fostered a more therapeutic environment and
encouraged greater participation by diabetes patients
in their own care.

In the Disciplined Forces category, the Mauritius
Prison Service received the Gold Award for its
chicken meat production project at Petit Verger
Prison, implemented as part of its rehabilitation and
skills development programme for detainees.

The Mauritius Research and Innovation Council se-
cured first place in the Parastatal Bodies category for
its National and Regional Innovation Challenges in-
itiative, aimed at fostering innovation, transparent
governance and customer-centric public service de-
livery.

The winners of the 2023 edition were also an-
nounced. The Centre for Gastroenterology and He-
patology at Dr Abdool Gaffoor Jeetoo Hospital won
first prize in the Ministries/Departments category;
the Mauritius Prison Service topped the Disciplined
Forces category; the City Council of Port Louis won
in the Local Authorities section; and the Open Uni-
versity of Mauritius received the award in the Para-
statal Bodies category.
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KYOTOGRAPHIE 2026

INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL
IN KYOTO

From 18 April to 17 May 2026, Kyoto, the ancient capital of Japan, was transformed into one vast photography gallery. Temples,
machiya townhouses, museums, and traditional spaces were used to display the work of artists from at least eight countries, including Japan.

The festival's theme was "EDGE”, exploring borders, transition, identity, social tension and the spaces between worlds. Artists from Japan,
Kenya, South Africa, Palestine, France, United Kingdom, Guatemala contributed remarkable works, but | am going to focus on just two, Fatma
Hassona and Thandiwe Muriu.

% gl t Fatima Hassona... -— " Copyright Fatima Hassona

Fatma Hassona was known as, As a photojournalist she docu- Hassona captured ordinary mo- Her exhibition, The Eye of Gaza,

The Eye of Gaza. She was only  mented everyday life in Gaza. Her ments, children playing, families introduced many visitors to life in-

25 when she was killed in an at- work showed Gaza notonly asa  together, and people going about  side country. Her photographs

tack by the Israeli Defence place of conflict, but also as a their daily lives. She portrayed Pa- have been exhibited inter-

Force (IDF), along with six of place filled with life, tenderness lestinians holding on to their dig- nationally and remain an impor-

her family members. and beauty. nity and humanity amid war and tant visual record and part of her
hardship. legacy.

Her photographs have been ex-
hibited worldwide and have
helped bring a contemporary Afri-
can perspective into spaces that
traditionally showcased mainly
Western art and fashion imagery.
At Kyotographie 2026, her vibrant
portraits created a fascinating
contrast with Kyoto's historic
architecture.

In bringing these artists into Kyoto's
historic spaces, Kyotographie 2026
created a dialogue between Japan
and the wider world, including Pa-
lestine and Africa, voices and
stories that deserve far greater
presence in mainstream art.

Thandiwe Muriu is a Kenyan
photographer known for her
bold, colourful portraits that
celebrate African identity,
beauty and culture in a fresh
and vibrant way.

Her style combines fashion,
portraiture and African tradi-
tions.

Her best-known series, Camo,
uses brightly patterned Kitenga
fabrics - colourful cotton fabrics
widely worn in East Africa - to
blend her subjects into the back-
ground, creating playful optical
illusions.

.‘ Kelvin MacKenzie @ @kelvmackenzie - 4h A Rejoinder: To the likes of Kevin MacKenzie, we say Shut Up and Put Up, in the

At around 7pm last night | took the Jubilee line from  words of a former PM.

Waterloo to Westminster. In my carriage all 14 seats  This is your karma for the Crimes against Humanity your forefathers committed during
were taken up by passengers of colour. | was the the periods of colonisation and slavery. On the blood of other people, they built the British
minority. Is this a sign of multi-cultural London Empire. Now you have got the British Empire in your backside, you are moaning !!!
working or our capital being quietly tak... Show more P.C.
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Greetings once again from Rodrigues.

As we go ithrough May in the GPL School, the Easter
holidays are now just a memory, but with the excitement
of having welcomed visitors from overseas visit the
School on the last day of term, which meant that we
could all gather together and meet one another and then
have a sit-down lunch to which everyone was invited.
GPL School and Care-Co Workshop. .

Who were the visitors?

Well, they were members of my family from the UK, who
have followed the progress of the work here and in Mauritius
down the years, and at last were able to put into context
things and people they had only partially been able to before.

This was not entirely a first meeting with many of us here as
many of the members of the Care-Co work force have been
able to visit the UK and take part in the Care-Co participation
at the National Honey Show, where we have been entering
our Honey into the Competitions there are winning prestig-
ious awards down the years.

So, Eleanor, my niece, Tarek her husband and Tommy, (their
son) were now able to see it all ‘for real’ .

We also had some more good news for the school for the
new GPL Football team. Some of our older pupils at the
GPL Centre and some former ones, aided abetted by some
parents have organized a Football team of mainly hearing
impaired pupils and some former pupils, were able to take
part in the Mauritius Handisports, Football for the Deaf , in
Mauritius ....and they came second!

Now, five of these youngsters have been selected to be
members of the Mauritius team that will be playing overseas
in an international competition we are told, will be held in Al-
geria at some time in the future.

Over to Care-Co...

In the Care-Co workshop , Birgit is going ahead with new de-
velopments that are part of the ENSAMN Project that Care-
Co is engaged in concerning the growing of more melliferous
plants, and the setting up of ‘Pilot' Beekeeping Projects in
areas and institutions This is with the aim of spreading
knowledge and skills to practice beekeeping skills and then
pass on to others.

At Care-Co Birgit has organized some special functions for
International Bee Day — in May this year.

There will be an event which is to held at the Care-Co Bee-
keeping and Honey Department, with entry free and open to
all, but especially for people with disabilities and women who
may be interested and wish to enroll in training courses.
Rodrigues is very ‘green’ at the moment, as there has been
plentiful rainfall during the previous months, and no cyclones
or droughts or other weather events that might have
negatively affected the rate of growth of all the flora of Ro-
drigues.

This bodes well for the Honey season which is due to start at
the end of the year.

With the help of Charles, the Care-Co department is ready
and the beekeepers with disabilities who are employed at

Care-Co and getting prepared, and hoping very much that
the situation will continue to be promising.

We hope to be participating in the UK National Honey Show
again this year, and are preparing our honey for entry into
the various classes indicated in the Schedule of the Honey
show.

Once again | apologize for sending you our news in such a

printed ‘NEWS'’ circular, but assure you that if you mail me at
any time, | will reply personally.

Thanks

Paul

Mauritius Diaspora Engagement Strategy

Mauritius Pushes New “Diaspora Engagement Strategy” Have you heard of the Mauritius Diaspora Engagement Strategy?
Thisscheme offers incentives to professionals, entrepreneurs and investors living abroad to invest, mentor start-ups,
and return for short-term or permanent placements. Incentives can include fast-tracked residency permits and tax exemptions.
Officials say the plan seeks to “connect the Mauritian mind and capital abroad with opportunities at home”.

The scheme may benefit skilled professionals or retirees seeking to
contribute to Mauritius without uprooting entirely.

Find out more: Diaspora for Development Brief
(https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CF_Mauritius.pdf )




